Wildlife and Carrying Capacity

There are many different kinds of animals at Lake Wilderness Arboretum

Age: All
Time: 60 minutes

Many different animals are attracted to the gardens, meadow, and

forests in the Arboretum. See how many animals you can identify that

live in or visit the Arboretum.

Here’s How:

1. As you walk through the trails and paths, check the boxes of animals

you observe or find evidence of.
2. Make note of animals that aren’t on this chart.
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The Back Story:

Lake Wilderness Arboretum is 42 acres in size, about as big as 32 football
fields. It is hard to know how many squirrels or deer or bats live in the
gardens and the Forest Reserve. One Western Thatch Ant mound can
house 40,000 ants. There are several mounds in the Arboretum, so that
means there may be hundreds of thousands of ants here!

Animals need food, water, space, and other resources. When food and
water are plentiful then more animals can live in the environment than if
there is not enough food or water. When there is not enough food or
water for the animals, which sometimes happens when there is no rain,
then animals begin to die.

Carrying capacity is the number of animals that can survive in an area
given the food, space, water, and other resources available. It is like
saying that the environment can carry or sustain a certain humber of
animals. The carrying capacity of an environment varies for different
species. For example, the Arboretum’s environment can carry or sustain
hundreds of more squirrels than black bears. Why do you think that is
true?
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